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FRANK WOUTERS

DIRECTOR

EU GCC CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY NETWORK

Mr. Frank Wouters is the Director of the EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network project, since December 2015.  

Mr. Frank Wouters has been leading renewable energy projects, transactions, and technology development for over 25 years. He 
has played a lead role in development of renewable generation projects valued at over $4.5 billion. These range from small scale 
PV solar electrification in Uganda to the 100MW Shams I Concentrated Solar Plant (CSP) in the UAE, and strategic equity 
investment in the London Array, the world?s largest offshore wind project. His transactions have received multiple project finance 
?Deal of the Year? awards.

As Deputy Director-General of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), the first global intergovernmental 
organisation dedicated to all renewables, he managed a US$350 million IRENA/ Abu Dhabi Fund for Development project facility 
for RE. He appraised over 80 projects a year and recommended projects for funding, including solar PV projects in Africa.

Mr. Wouters has served on the board of several energy companies, including Torresol Energy SA, where he developed three 
solar plants with an overall budget of US$1.4 billion.

Mr. Wouters has a proven track record of advice to public power sector agencies. As Director of the Masdar Power Unit, a clean 
energy company owned by the Abu Dhabi Government, he managed more than US$3 billion of power projects, including solar 
and wind power projects. He coordinated with government ministers and other stakeholders to promote private sector 
investment for RE projects as part of the Africa Clean Energy Corridor Initiative.

Qualified with a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Delft University, he is fluent in English and German, as well as 
Dutch. 

NICK CARTER

CONVENER

ELECTRICITY INTERCONNECTIONS AND MARKET INTEGRATION

EU GCC CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY NETWORK

Nick Carter is the Director for the Middle East Office of Baringa Partners LLP. He is an experienced executive managing director 
and chartered engineer in the water, wastewater and electricity utilities sectors of the UAE and the UK.

Nick joined the water and electricity market reform team for Abu Dhabi in 1998 as an advisor reporting directly to a member of 
the Royal Family. In 1999 he was appointed Deputy Chairman and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi Distribution Company ? for 
water and electricity. From 2001 ? 2015 he served as Director General of the Regulation and Supervision Bureau (RSB) creating a 
world-class regulatory body including the formation of separate customer facing offices namely; Power-wise and Waterwise. 
Prior to his UAE roles Nick held a number of senior executive positions with Southern Electric PLC (now SSE) and London 
Electricity PLC. In London Electricity he played a pivotal role as Strategy Manager during privatisation in the early 90s and was 
subsequently appointed General Manager for Networks. Nick is a Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and Technology and a 
member of the UK Engineering Council. Educated at University College London with a BSc in Electronic and Electrical 
Engineering and at INSEAD and London Business School.

Currently he is also a Registered Expert and lecturer for the Energy Regulators Regional Association (ERRA) based in Budapest.



SHAIKH NAWAF BIN EBRAHIM AL KHALIFA

GCCIA CHAIRMAN

CEO ELECTRICITY & WATER AUTHORITY, KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN 

Nawaf Al Khalifa graduated from King Fahd University of Petroleum and Minerals in 1992 with a BSc in Mechanical Engineering.  
He then started his career at the Civil Service Bureau and was promoted to Chief of Classification & Standard Development.  
While at the Civil Service Bureau he completed to several training programs including ?Leadership for a Democratic Society? at 
the Federal Executive Institute in Virginia, USA.  He later went to the University of Edinburgh in Scotland from Summer 1998 to 
summer 1999 to obtain his Master?s in Business Administration.  Following his return, he moved from the Civil Service Bureau to 
the Ministry of Electricity and Water as an Assistant Undersecretary. He initiated several projects that altered the day-to-day 
operations at the Ministry of Electricity and Water including; Enterprise Resource Planning initiative that resulted in the 
implementation of the SAP financial and logistics system, Geographical Information System that caused all maps to be 
converted into the digital format and validate their  accuracy in a systematic methodology to increase the effectiveness and the 
efficiency  of the processes to serve customer needs and Cascade Maintenance system to supervise the maintenance of 
equipment utilized in transmission and distribution of electricity in the Kingdom of Bahrain. 

In the year 2008, the Ministry of Electricity of Water turned from a Ministry to a Government owned undertaking that is currently 
called the Electricity and Water Authority.  Nawaf Al Khalifa was appointed as the Vice Chief Executive for Administration and 
Finance. He continued to initiate projects aimed at optimizing the productivity of the Electricity and Water Authority including 
successful implementation of the Balanced ScoreCard strategy to the Semi-Independent authority resulting in the Authority 
receiving the ?Hall of Fame? award.  Current projects include the implementation of; SAP Human Resource (MyHR), Bahrain 
Excellence Program that aims to create a unified meta analysis level that strives towards excellence culture for the whole 
government. 

In October 2012, he was appointed as the Under Secretary of the Ministry of Housing. Four months later, in February 2013, Nawaf 
Al Khalifa was appointed as the Chief Executive of the Electricity and Water Authority. Since then, there has been a quantum leap 
in the quality of services provided by the Authority. He transformed the Authority?s vision into strategy, where he initiated multi 
major projects, in parallel, that lead to the authority?s excellence.  He has initiated a number of strategic projects, aligning the 
authority with the Kingdom?s economic vision. 

These strategic projects included the Electricity and Water Master Plan, Al Dur Power and Water Plant (Phase 2),  the 400kV 
Project and the New System Control Center Project. He has also initiated the decentralization of the outdated centralized 
Maintenance Center project that exemplified a break through towards excellence in electricity services. As a result, four fully 
equipped maintenance centers that centered the governorates geographically served the Kingdom, hence serving the 
customers in record time. He enhanced this project by leading a number of parallel projects including intense transmission and 
distribution reinforcement projects and the introduction of a sophisticated call center with responder interface. 

He also introduced three major Remedial Action Schemes, that are mainly responsible for mitigating the cascading tripping 
impacts of the electricity system due to over/ under voltage in the electricity network in order to enhance the availability and 
reliability of the electricity network.. This is in addition to his initiation to the Integrated Security System project that would allow 
EWA to monitor and secure its critical facilities against potential security risks. It would highly improve its overall operational 
efficiency by enabling seamless integration of different security systems (CCTV and Access Control) into a single management 
console, in addition to providing a layer of intelligence and control though filtering, correlation of single events, and analysis to 
increase overall security awareness. 

On the other hand, he initiated the strategic SAP Project for implementing Customer Relationship Management (CRM) & 
Enterprise Assets Management (EAM). The project will provide an integrated solution for Enterprise Asset Management and 
Customer Services and Billing, leading to excellence in the Authority?s services. Another major historic achievement was the 
restructuring of the heavily subsidized electricity and water tariffs. He initiated the restructuring of the electricity and water tariffs 
to reach cost reflective tariffs gradually within a four year period. That was implemented on all customers except for one account 
for each Bahraini Head of Household. In continuation to the tariff restructuring project, Shaikh Nawaf initiated a very challenging 
project that dynamically identifies the residential Bahraini customers who are eligible to get the subsidy as an exception. With 
this challenging project, the restructured cost-reflective electricity and water tariffs were implemented on all customers with the 
exception of one residential account related to each Bahraini Head of household, while dynamically updating the list of eligible 
customers in liaison with the Informatics and e-Government Authority.

On the other hand, in October 2015, Nawaf Al Khalifa was appointed as Deputy Chairman of the Bahrain Tender Board that is 
responsible for regulating government tenders and purchases. His massive experience and innovative participation since then, 
has vastly contributed to maximize the levels of economic efficiency of the Tender Board, hence leading the Tender Board to an 
innovative new era. 



DR. SALEH H. ALAWAJI

DEPUTY MINISTER FOR ELECTRICITY, (MOWE)
CHAIRMAN OF BOARD OF SAUDI ELECTRICITY COMPANY

GCCIA BOARD MEMBER

Saleh Alawaji is the Deputy Minister for Electricity, Ministry of Water and Electricity (MOWE), Saudi Arabia, since 2003, Assistant 
Deputy Minister for Electricity (2000-2003).  He started his career 1982 in Standardization (Saudi Arabian Standard Organization), 
and worked in this field for about (10) years.  He moved to the R&D in the area of Energy, (Renewable Energy, Energy 
Conservation, and Energy Efficiency).  He worked in this field for about (10) years too, the last (3) years of it was the Director of the 
Energy Research Institute in King Abdulaziz City Science and Technology (KACST).

In the mean time, he is the Chairman of Board of Saudi Electricity Company, the National Service provider for Electricity in Saudi 
Arabia.  Also he chaired the Board of GCCIA for its second term (2005 ? 2008) and member of its Board until now.

Alawaji holds a Ph.D. degree in Electrical Engineering (Power Systems) from Strathclyde University, Glasgow, UK, since 1990. His 
major area of interest includes:

- Reform and Privatization of Electricity Sector.
- Regulation of Service?s Sectors.
- Energy Efficiency, Energy Conservation, and Load Management.
- Impact of Energy Production and Consumption to the Environment.
- Development of the Renewable Energy Sources.

ROBIN MILLS

CEO
QAMAR ENERGY 

Robin, CEO of Qamar Energy (Dubai), is an expert on Middle East energy strategy and economics. He is the author of two books, 
The Myth of the Oil Crisis and Capturing Carbon, columnist on energy and environmental issues at The National, and comments 
widely on energy issues in the media, including the Financial Times, Foreign Policy, Atlantic, CNN, BBC, Bloomberg, Sky News 
and others. He worked for a decade for Shell, concentrating on new business development in the Middle East, followed by six 
years with Dubai Holding and the Emirates National Oil Company, and spent two years as Non-Resident Fellow for Energy at the 
Brookings Doha Center. He holds a first-class degree in Geology from the University of Cambridge, and speaks five languages 
including Farsi and Arabic.



AHMED ALI AL-EBRAHIM

CEO
GCCIA 

Ahmed is the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of GCC Interconnection Authority. He has been with GCCIA for 10 years since he 
joined in 2007 as Director of Operations & Maintenance. He has almost 30 years of experience in power systems and 
infrastructure operation and planning, previously working as CEO of Sintegro International, and earlier as Manager of Operations 
& Control in the Ministry of Electricity Bahrain.

Ahmed holds an MBA in Business Administration from DePaul University, USA in 2003, an M.Sc. in Electrical Power Engineering 
from the University of Strathclyde in Scotland in 1999, and a B.Sc. in Electrical Power Engineering from the University of Texas at 
Austin ? USA in 1986. He also completed the Gulf Executive Development Program II from Darden Business School ? University 
of Virginia ? USA in 2001. 

He is a Board Member of the GCC HV Lab company, Board member and Technical Committee Chairman of GCC Cigre, and 
member of Cigre Study Committee SC C5 ?Electricity Markets and Regulations?. He has authored more than 25 papers in the field 
of electricity markets for GCC and the region. 

MATTI SUPPONEN

EUROPEAN COMMISSION

DG ENER

Matti Supponen started in 1998 in the European Commission. He has worked most of the time in DG Energy on electricity market 
issues. His current topics are the proposals for the future market design and the implementation of the existing legislation, in 
particular network codes. In addition, he is desk officer for electricity and gas wholesale markets for Sweden and Finland.



PAUL VAN SON

CEO

DII

Paul van Son, based in Dubai and Istanbul, joined innogy (previously RWE) as its Country Chairman for MENA and Turkey in 
January 2015. innogy SE, is a leading company in the field of renewables, grids and retail of power and gas. 

Paul has been active for over 35 years in various supervisory board, executive and operations management positions in the 
international (renewable) electricity and gas business.  

His leadership experience includes a series of predominantly pioneering positions, such as: control system development at 
Siemens AG (Germany), system operator of the unbundled Dutch national power system at SEP/ TenneT and power system 
control centre consultancy at DNV/ KEMA. From 1998 onward he was Managing Director of Essent Sustainable Energy (Nl), CEO 
of Essent Energy Trading, and Chairman of the Management Board of Deutsche Essent GmbH in Düsseldorf, building up these 
innovative and international key activities of Essent N.V. (the largest Dutch energy company).  

In 2009 Mr. van Son was appointed CEO of Dii GmbH (Munich), often referred to as ?Desertec Industry Initiative?, an international 
industry consortium for facilitating a market for renewable energy in the deserts of MENA. Presently, besides his role as innogy 
Country Chairman for MENA & Turkey, he is leading the transition of Dii into a regional industry network in Dubai, focusing on 
solving financial, technical and regulatory challenges for renewable energy projects and interconnected grid integration.  

Mr. van Son is the founder and honorary President of the European Federation of Energy Traders (www.efet.org). He is Chairman 
of the Energy4All Foundation (www.energy4all.org ), a non-profit organization promoting decentralized energy systems in Africa. 
He is among others member of the Board of DEWA's and innogy?s Joint Venture in Dubai, Ghorfa and the Africa Association. He 
graduated as an electrical engineer at the Technical University Delft and Corporate Governance at Nyenrode University, 
Netherlands. Paul van Son, Chairman MENAT innogy SE Germany/ UAE. 

DR. SUSANNE NIES

CORPORATE AFFAIRS MANAGER 
ENTSO-E 

Susanne Nies is Corporate Affairs Manager of ENTSO-E.  She is in charge of strategy and policy, communication and stakeholder 
relationship. Prior to this she was Head of Unit Energy Policy and Power Generation and Distribution with the European electricity 
sector association EURELECTRIC.  She was formulating high level strategy on energy policy and power generation, in line with 
the Board?s overall strategic guidance; led 12 industrial working groups on power generating technologies as well as cross-sector 
issues like Innovation, or Statistics and Trends.

German national by origin she holds a PhD and a habilitation from Bonn University, Berlin Free University, as well as Sciences Po 
Paris, in Political Sciences, as well as an economics degree from London School of Economics, and a Master degree in Slavistics 
and Romanistics. Previously she was heading the French Institute for International Relations Brussels branch and was affiliated as 
a senior researcher to the energy programme of the institute; she has a long track of academic publication, affiliation to research 
and lecturing, as well as consulting.



CHRISTIAN BAER 

SECRETARY GENERAL

EUROPEX

Since August 2015, Christian Baer is the Secretary General of Europex, the Association of European Energy Exchanges. He is in 
charge of representing Europex? 27 members on all EU-related energy and financial regulation policy matters. Previously, he has 
worked with the European Energy Exchange (EEX) from 2011-2015 and with Areva from 2009-2010. Christian holds a Master?s 
Degree in International Relations /  International Security from Sciences Po Paris. He has studied in France, Germany, Sweden 
and the United States.

 

DR. ABDULLAH AL-SHEHRI

GOVERNOR

ELECTRICITY & CO-GENERATION REGULATORY AUTHORITY, KSA 

Dr. Abdullah Mohammad Al-Shehri, Governor, Electricity & Cogeneration Regulatory Authority (ECRA). He was the Vice Governor 
for Regulatory Affairs (2005 ? 2009). He is an ex-Member of the Shura Council (The National Consultative Council of Saudi 
Arabia). Dr. Al-Shehri is a professor of Electrical Engineering and ex-Dean of Graduate Studies and Scientific Research at King 
Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals (KFUPM).

Dr. Al-Sheri received his Ph.D. Degree from Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon, USA, in 1985, in the area of power systems. 
He obtained his M.SC. And B.Sc. degrees in Electrical Engineering from KFUPM, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, in 1980 and 1978 
respectively.

Dr. Al-Shehri has taught undergraduate and graduate courses in electrical power systems analysis and planning and has been 
actively involved in both basic and applied research in the area of power systems. He was a member and a leader of several 
working groups that conducted national and regional studies in the fields of power systems interconnections including the 
"Feasibility Study for Interconnecting the Electric Power Systems in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC ) States", the " 
Interconnecting the Power Systems in the Mashreq Arab Countries" , and "Feasibility Study for Electric Energy Trading in the 
Mashreq Arab Countries".  In addition, he was the principal investigator of several studies in the fields of Power Systems Planning, 
Electric Energy Conservation, Power Quality, Renewable Energy and Co-generation. Dr. Al-Shehri published numerous  papers 
and articles in international and local scientific journals and conference proceedings.



DR. NAJIB H DANDACHI 

CEO

AL USUL LTD

Dr. Najib (Ph.D., DIC, C.Eng., MIET, SMIEEE) is a recognized technical and business leader in the field of Energy, Water and 
Infrastructure. He has over 27 years of international experience in the Electricity and Water Industry where he has occupied a 
number of executive roles. 

As a technical leader, Dr. Najib has served on a number of strategic committees across the GCC Region. He is a thought leader in 
the field of Utility privatization, Asset Management and regulation; he was, for a number of years the GCC convener of the 
EU?GCC Clean Energy Network. 

Dr. Dandachi is currently the CEO of Al Usul Ltd, a small boutique asset management consultancy in Masdar City supporting 
Utilities transformation. 

HANS-ARILD BREDESEN

CEO
NORD POOL CONSULTING 

Hans-Arild has a BSc in Computer Science and has been involved in the electricity deregulation process since 1992.  He has 
been involved as technical project manager developing the market systems at Nord Pool and Statnett as well as participating in 
the development of different participant systems in the Nordic market.

In his work in the international arena, Hans-Arild has investigated international markets and had key roles in the development of 
strategies and detailed rules for Trading, Scheduling, and Settlement systems for regulators, power exchanges and system 
operators in California, Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, India, Romania, Turkey, Southern Africa, UK, France, South-east Europe and 
Ireland among others. Hans-Arild has extensive international experience from various power market design and trading 
arrangements. 

Hans-Arild has been involved in developing new product offerings in a continuous evolving electricity market and was one of the 
resources in the project group that enabled the start of the NCE (Norwegian Centre of Expertise) in Smart Energy Markets in 
Halden, Norway. He is currently a partner in this network. Hans-Arild has also been employed as a short-term expert within 
Energy for the World Bank for energy market development in Central Asia and South-east Europe. 

Hans-Arild has been working supporting the power industry with consultancy, advice, implementation and IT services connected 
to the establishment, design, rulebook development, implementation and operation of a power market. Based on the experience 
from the Nordic market bundled with a broad international experience, he is able to provide assistance to market operators, 
regulatory authorities and system operators on how to implement a power market based on sound economics taking into 
account the local conditions. He has a detailed insight in all EU market regulations, not only from a theoretical perspective, but 
also from an implementation and operational perspective. He can provide detailed insight in the European processes as Nord 
Pool has been one of the promoters and frontrunners in the development of the European markets and have been a key player 
in the various coupling initiatives over the last two decades.  In addition to the local European experience, he has also been 
involved in international projects outside of Europe gaining experience from other parts of the international power market 
development stretching from Japan via India and the Gulf region to Southern Africa.  Hans-Arild is now the CEO of Nord Pool 
Consulting, the consulting company of Nord Pool ? the power exchange for the Nordic, Baltic and UK markets. 



ABDULLA ALI ALSHAHYARI 

DIRECTOR 
ELECTRICITY AND POWER TRADING DEPARTMENT

MINISTRY OF ENERGY, UAE

17/ 05/ 2015 Up to date : Ministry Of Energy  | Position: Director Of Electricity And Power Trading Department

29/ 05/ 2012 to 13/ 01/ 2015: Federal Electricity and Water Authority | Position: Director of Systems Control Center

03/ 05/ 2011 to 28/ 05/ 2012: Federal Electricity and Water Authority | Position: Acting Director of Systems Control Center .

31/ 03/ 2010 to 02/ 05/ 2011: Federal Electricity and Water Authority | Position: Manager of Network Management Section

11/ 03/ 2009 to 30/ 03/ 2010: Federal Electricity and Water Authority | Position: Chief Maintenance Engineer

13/ 04/ 2008 to 10/ 03/ 2009: Federal Electricity and Water Authority | Position: Senior Telecommunications Engineer

21/ 09/ 1996 to 18/ 12/ 2007: United Arab Emirates Armed Forces | Position: 1st Lieutenant

MOHAMMAD A. EL-RAMAHI 

DIRECTOR

ASSET MANAGEMENT AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
MASDAR CO

Born in Amman, Jordan in 1971. An engineer by profession; Graduated as a Mechanical Engineer from University of Science and 
Technology in June 1993. Accredited Masters of Science (MSc) degree in Water Engineering, from London University, UK in June 
2005.  Chartered Water and Environmental Manager, Chartered Environmentalist,  Member of the Chartered Institution of Water & 
Environmental Management, UK,  Professional Engineer, member of American Society of Mechanical Engineers and Project 
Management Professional, member of the Project Management Institution. Joined Masdar on 1 August 2011. Masdar is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of the Abu Dhabi Government-owned Mubadala Development Company, a catalyst for the economic 
diversification of the Emirate.  Currently the Director, Asset Management, and Technical Services acting as the focal point of 
stakeholder management and interface with all utilities and service providers, leading all Masdar?s initiatives related to water and 
sustainability and playing a key role in shaping governance and regulatory frameworks for the energy sector in Abu Dhabi and 
UAE, aligning with governments policies in relation to energy mix portfolio. 

Also, member of the board of Shams-1 Power Company, one of the world?s largest concentrated solar power (CSP) projects and 
the first of its kind in the Middle East. With a capacity of (100MW) and capital investment exceeding (USD 600 million), a joint 
venture between Masdar (80%), and Total (20%), Shams-1 is the first utility scale commercial solar power project in the Middle 
East. Shams-1 has been operational since March 2013. He is also a board member in Dudgeon Offshore Wind Limited. Dudgeon 
offshore wind farm is a (£1.5 billion) project located 20 miles off the coast of the seaside town of Cromer in North Norfol in the UK. 
Construction of this 402MW offshore wind farm has commenced since late 2012, and it is now scheduled to be completed and 
fully commissioned by late 2017. The joint venture company, Dudgeon Offshore Wind Limited, is owned by Statoil, Statkraft and 
Masdar. In addition he is a board member in Hywind Scotland Wind Park. A JV between Masdar and Statoil, which will develop 
the first floating wind farm off the Scottish coast. The park will be located near Buchan Deep, approx. 25-30 km off the coast of 
Peterhead in Aberdeenshire. The 30 MW project will consist of five, 6 MW floating turbines operating in waters exceeding 100m 
of depth.    Prior to Masdar, was working with Abu Dhabi Water and Electricity Authority ?ADWEA?, for almost 14 years, as part of 
the senior management of Abu Dhabi Distribution Company ?ADDC?. Last two positions were; Network Services Directorate, in 
charge of the five main business core activities in the company (Power Services, Water Services, Remote Areas, Laboratories and 
Construction Divisions), then the Executive Director of Asset Management. Resigned from ADWEA to Joint Masdar (in July 2011).
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