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FRANK WOUTERS

DIRECTOR

EU GCC CLEAN ENERGY TECHNOLOGY NETWORK

Mr. Frank Wouters is the Director of the ?EU GCC Clean Energy Technology Network? project, since December 
2015.  Mr. Frank Wouters has been leading renewable energy projects, transactions, and technology 
development for over 25 years. He has played a lead role in development of renewable generation projects 
valued at over $4.5 billion. These range from small scale PV solar electrification in Uganda to the 100MW 
Shams I Concentrated Solar Plant (CSP) in the UAE, and strategic equity investment in the London Array, the 
world?s largest offshore wind project. His transactions have received multiple project finance ?Deal of the Year? 
awards.

As Deputy Director-General of the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), the first global 
intergovernmental organisation dedicated to all renewables, he managed a US$350 million IRENA/ Abu Dhabi 
Fund for Development project facility for RE. He appraised over 80 projects a year and recommended projects 
for funding, including solar PV projects in Africa.

Mr. Wouters has served on the board of several energy companies, including Torresol Energy SA, where he 
developed three solar plants with an overall budget of US$1.4 billion.

Mr. Wouters has a proven track record of advice to public power sector agencies. As Director of the Masdar 
Power Unit, a clean energy company owned by the Abu Dhabi Government, he managed more than US$3 
billion of power projects, including solar and wind power projects. He coordinated with government ministers 
and other stakeholders to promote private sector investment for RE projects as part of the Africa Clean Energy 
Corridor Initiative.

Qualified with a Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering from Delft University, he is fluent in English and 
German, as well as Dutch.



 

TIM KARLSSON

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

IPHE SECRETARIAT

Tim Karlsson is Executive Director of the International Partnership for Hydrogen and Fuel Cells in the Economy 
(IPHE) Secretariat.  The IPHE is an inter-governmental partnership of 19 countries and the European 
Commission, working to help facilitate the transition to clean and efficient energy and mobility systems using 
fuel cells and hydrogen technologies.  

Previously, Mr. Karlsson held various positions including Director of Emerging Technologies, and, Director of 
Environmental and Clean Energy Industries in the government of Canada?s Department of Industry. 

He has worked on numerous policy issues related to energy and the environment including domestic and 
international climate change as a member of Canada?s delegation to the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change.



 

DR. ASAMI MIKETA

SENIOR PROGRAMME OFFICER

IRENA

Asami Miketa is a Senior Programme Officer, Power sector investment planning, with the Innovation and 
Technology Center (IITC) at the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) in Germany. Since 2012, she 
has been leading a program to build energy planning support activities in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  Key 
components in the program include development of African power pools models, provision of training 
seminars to government officials, development of regional renewable roadmaps, and modelling variable 
renewable energy for policy making. She is also leading IRENA?s campaign on ?Long-term Energy Scenarios for 
Clean Energy Transition? together with the Clean Energy Ministerial. Another area of her work includes a joint 
study with State Grid Cooperation China on end-use sector electrification with renewables.

Asami received her Ph.D. from Keio University in Japan in 2002, while she worked as a research scholar with the 
Energy Program at International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Austria. In 2005, she joined the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) where she executed energy planning capacity building programs 
mainly in Africa and Asia and also contributed to several energy assessment studies together with government 
officials in these regions. 



 

DAMIEN SAGE

ACTING SVP BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MIDDLE EAST, SOUTH & CENTRAL 
ASIA, TURKEY, - HYDROGEN

ENGIE

Damien Sage is Senior Vice President of Business Development for Hydrogen at Engie for Middle East, South 
Central Asia and Turkey. From 2016, he is also part of the team in charge of Engie?s power and water plants 
portfolio in the GCC region (31GW of power, 5,5 million m3/ day of water, 27 assets in UAE, Bahrain, Qatar, 
Kuwait, KSA, Oman, Pakistan) and Board Director in 4 of these assets.

Damien worked first on Hydrogen in 1995 for EU Ariane space rocket engines and since then he has been a 
strong hydrogen believer. In 2014, he joined Engie?s strategic thinking team on hydrogen, which results led to 
introducing hydrogen as a core pillar of the new strategy of the company. From 2008 to 2016, he led at Engie in 
France, a team of business developers of renewable energy (onshore and offshore wind, solar, anaerobic 
digestion, geothermal energy and for sure hydrogen).

He started his career as a consultant in project management, innovation and knowledge management in 
France. After this experience and before joining Engie, he was entrepreneur in Poland developing energy 
efficiency and green building in ecotourism projects.

Mr. Sage graduated in Engineering from a ?Grande Ecole? in France.

He is a strong hydrogen believer and sees hydrogen as a missing link to the energy revolution and for the GCC 
region as an opportunity for a next energy carrier exportation.

He also brings together Hydrogen experts and believers on Hydrogen Group which he created on LinkedIn.

Damien Sage is married, has three children and is based in Dubai.



 

DR. AHMAD ALSINAN

RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT CARBON MANAGEMENT DIVISION

SAUDI ARAMCO

Dr. Alsinan is currently leading the technology development and demonstration projects in the Carbon 
Management Division of Saudi Aramco Research & Development Center (R&DC). He is also the assigned 
project lead on low carbon energy system development including hydrogen and Carbon Capture Utilization & 
Storage (CCUS) representing Saudi Aramco in both of the Saudi Japan Vision 2030 and Saudi Korea Vision 2030 
working partly with the Saudi Ministry of Energy, Industry & Mineral Resources and the Saudi Ministry of 
Economy & Planning. 

Prior to that, he served as a Technology Strategist in the Technology Strategy & Planning department leading 
different major projects and studies related to Saudi Aramco Oil to Hydrogen initiative and carbon management 
activities, and contributed to several corporate level strategic initiatives. He also worked as a Research Scientist 
in the R&DC carrying out research activities and studies in the area of Oil & Gas treatment. He holds a PhD 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB) and a Master?s degree in 
High Performance Computing & Simulations from University of Southern California (USC).



 

JORGO CHATZIMARKAKIS

SECRETARY GENERAL

HYDROGEN EUROPE

Following diverse political positions in Germany, Mr Jorgo Chatzimarkakis was a Member of the European 
Parliament from 2004 to 2014 (ITRE, ECON, CONT). He was then appointed Ambassador-at-Large for the Greek 
government during the financial crisis. 

Since 2016, he is Secretary General of Hydrogen Europe, the European Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Association. Mr 
Chatzimarkakis was born in Duisburg, Germany. 

He holds German and Greek nationality, and a degree in Political Science from the University of Bonn.



 

MANUEL KUEHN

SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
& HEAD OF EXECUTIVE OFFICE

SIEMENS UAE

Born in 1980 in Giessen, Germany, Manuel obtained his education at the Technical University Ilmenau in 
Germany (TUI) and the Federal University of Santa Catharina in Brazil (UFSC) and the European School of 
Management and Technology (ESMT) in Berlin. He holds a Diploma in Industrial Engineering and a 
post-graduate Diploma in Advanced Management.

Since mid-2014, Manuel took on the position of Senior Vice President of Business Development at the 
company?s Middle East headquarters in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi, UAE. Since then, he has been driving key 
projects in the middle east, such as the partnership between Siemens and Dubai Expo2020, the first industrial 
scale green hydrogen generation project and transformational projects in the power sector e.g. in Egypt and 
Iraq. Since mid-2017, Manuel is also a Member of the Board of Siemens Pakistan Engineering Company Ltd., 
registered in Karachi.

His prior career at Siemens spans over a decade from 2005 until 2014, where Manuel worked across different 
functions with Siemens Management Consulting (SMC). As Vice President, Manuel worked on auditing and 
stabilizing project business in the power generation and transmission area as well as reorganization, 
restructuring and M&A activities. His project experience extended to localization projects in the UAE?s power 
generation sector and establishing a factory for Medium Voltage Equipment in India. Manuel was also 
responsible for recruiting, people development, training and staff disposition, for the consulting business with 
roughly 200 employees.



 

DR. ALENA FARGERE

SPECIAL ADVISER ON HYDROGEN PROJECTS, FUTURE ENERGY LEADER 
WORLD ENERGY COUNCIL 

Passionate about climate change mitigation, Alena is an Energy Transition Economist and Hydrogen Energy 
Expert. Since 2012 she accelerates the Energy Transition by developing economic, policy and financial tools 
with the global objective to abate 6 Gt of CO2 annually, create 30 m jobs, and unlock the $2.5 tr hydrogen 
market by 2050. She works both as financial modelling innovator for low carbon infrastructure investments and 
strategy consultant in hydrogen energy markets. 

With 6 years of industrial experience, Alena advises industries and international organisations, such as the 
World Energy Council and the UN on sustainable energy, gas and mobility pathways. Her contribution to the 
energy transition success has been recognised by the Forbes 30 under 30 list and the Future Energy Leader 
nomination by the World Energy Council.

Alena holds a PhD in Economics from Ecole Polytechnique, France, and Master's degrees both in Applied 
Mathematics from Moscow Institute of Physics and Technology and in Public Policy from Sciences Po Paris. In 
her spare time Alena designs and leads projects to promote gender equality in the workplace and women?s 
empowerment. 



 

DR. GABRIEL LEVESQUE-TREMBLAY

DIRECTOR OF TECHNICAL ENTITIES

 AICHE 

Dr. Gabriel Levesque-Tremblay the Director for Technical Entities and Grants. Prior to joining AIChE, Dr. 
Levesque-Tremblay was a Post-Doctoral Fellow at University of California, Berkeley (UCB) working on Synthetic 
Biology Projects at the Energy Biosciences Institute. He holds a PhD from University of British Columbia (UBC), 
a Master and a Bachelor in Science from University of Quebec in Montreal. 

At AIChE Dr. Levesque-Tremblay supports the strategic activities of 12 executive boards and societies including 
the Society for Biological Engineering (SBE), the Institute for Sustainability (IfS), and the Center for Energy 
Initiative (CEI), the Regenerative Engineering Society (RE) and the Center for Hydrogen safety (CHS). The various 
technical entities of AIChE work  together to solve grand challenges in a plethora of relevant topics including 
Bioengineering, Regenerative Engineering, Pharmaceuticals, Therapeutics, Energy, Space Exploration, Waste 
Management, Water, Environment, Sustainability and many more. We manage a large portfolio of funding and 
grants from local and international agencies including NSF, DOE, DOD (ONR, DARPA), USDA, NIH, 
Heising-Simons Foundation, Burroughs Welcome Fund, United Engineering Foundation, Singapore Tourism 
Bureau and more. 

Dr. Levesque-Tremblay launched the Center for Hydrogen Safety in collaboration with the Department of 
Energy (DOE) and the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) in April 2019 involving already 27 Global 
active members to promote the safe use Hydrogen technologies which we see as essential step in the 
implementation and deployment of hydrogen fuel cell technologies.
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