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Concept Note 
In the ongoing energy transition, renewable electricity takes center stage and electrification is one of the 

transition’s metatrends. However, 80% of total final energy demand by end users today is for carbon-containing 

fuels, not electricity. In global efforts to decarbonise the economy, even if electricity use grows to an expected 

50% until 2050, we need to find a solution for sectors that are difficult to electrify including aviation, shipping, 

iron and steel production, chemicals, high-temperature industrial heat, long-distance and long-haul road 

transport and heat for buildings. Hydrogen is one of the few options for reducing these hard-to-abate emissions 

because it can be stored, combusted and combined in chemical reactions in ways that are similar to natural gas, 

oil and coal. Hydrogen made from solar, wind and water in an electrolyser is therefore sometimes called the 

“final fuel”. 

 

The session “Hydrogen: Bridging Sectors and Regions” will address new perspectives on ongoing low-carbon 

hydrogen initiatives, provide insights on cutting-edge technology developments, address systems aspects 

including safety and will inform the debate on hydrogen’s future role in global energy markets. High-level 

international experts will present their work and will exchange views in interactive moderated panels. 

 

(The event is open to WEC visitors and delegates.) 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Event Programme 

 
09:30 - 10:00  Arrival and Registration 

10:00 – 11:45  Session 1 – Technologies, Pathways and International Collaboration  

Chair: Frank Wouters, Director, EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology Network  

 

- What is green and blue hydrogen – where is it produced and what are current and future cost 

expectations? 

o Technologies and markets 

o System aspects including the electricity-materials-transport nexus, security of supply, costs, 

electricity vs. gas infrastructure, demand patterns, 

- How can green hydrogen be used and examples of plans for its use, by whom and to what effect – 

examples in EU (steel, refineries, energy, buildings) and in the Gulf 

- What actions should the Gulf countries and firms take to build an advantage? 

o Pathways and roadmaps 

o Hydrogen Valleys 

o Policies for implementation, 

o Possibilities for regional and inter-regional cooperation.    

 

Introduction by Chair Frank Wouters, Director, EU-GCC Clean Energy Technology Network  

 

 Dr. Asami Miketa,  Senior Programme Officer, IRENA 

 Tim Karlsson, Executive Director, IPHE Secretariat 

 Damien Sage, Acting SVP Business development Middle East, South & Central Asia, Turkey, -  

Hydrogen, ENGIE 

 Dr. Ahmad Alsinan, R&D Carbon Management Div., Aramco 

 Jorgo Chatzimarkakis, Secretary General, Hydrogen Europe 

 

Panel Discussion moderated by Frank Wouters 

 

 

11:45 – 12:15 Coffee Break  

 

 

12:15 – 14:00 Session 2 – Success Stories and Enabling Resources  

Chair:  Tim Karlsson, Executive Director, IPHE Secretariat 

 

The session will address: 

o Value Proposition - an example of a specific application 

o Success in commercialization/demonstration activities 

o Case studies and opportunities that hydrogen brings 

o Public Acceptance Learnings and Resources 

o Safety Considerations and Resources  

 

Introduction by Chair Tim Karlsson, Executive Director, IPHE Secretariat 

 

 Manuel Kuehn, Senior Vice President, Siemens UAE  

 Dr. Alena Fargere, Special Adviser on Hydrogen Projects, Future Energy Leader, World Energy Council  

 Dr. Gabriel Levesque-Tremblay, Director of Technical Entities, AICHE  

 

Panel Discussion moderated by Tim Karlsson  


